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OZ c<jUrse we mre VW_V I(& itiluema~‘i by yousr and Eliensberger ‘s 
xvrk ma L-form, from several points of view. I am still hot sure whether 
they my play so;116 role in the flfiltrabilityV* of bacteria in phage-treated 
cuitur~s. K;‘a hwij Wit abide a. t3ys”t81catic acudy 04 th23, :m:! cantlot assess 
1 ta aigi2lTYcince, ‘mt UUT roul;im observztiom certa.knb ha-m shown that 
the frque llcgr osl r~cow-backsr7 is tech higher in phage-trested filtrates, 
(cmtaining PA) than ira filkrates from ordinary brot$. However, it seems 
almst certaih that FA itself is phage, and not the mre organized particles 
of %-f omti !’ . The getaetio aotivity of PA would also be diffiault to reaon- 
tile with the G-form hypothesis, as I was already umonfortablg aware 
at the 1951 Cold Sprfilg Harbor Conference (cf. p. ~$39, right column,4th par.). 
Still. we f~va $0 ccihtmd with your irrefutabis obaemationa-- conoernihg 
which Iaieneberger’a final r~trhct~on of her conXir:t~.~ig lqqmt2ted.s must 
oonvUm any skeptic. I wree that the mtil foms must have scme biological. 
impor tame, and hoape we will have an oppor t&nity to apecu2.at.e together on 
+Aie . 

I hma not lately paid mmh attontio@ ti the ‘L-f om prooiem, having bean 
preoccupied with nom specifically genetiu questions in 5. coli recombination 
azi Salmmella trmsduittion. 1% never did succ,sed in groning out the L phase, 
but must admit that we did not press +Ae question. Nould it be convenient 
fcr you to have on hand about Movember 14 some active cultures of L-type 
from Salmonella, OF lacking that, from Proteus so that I uould get a better 
ir;pression of what we must look for? For reoomMnat~o@ axperim3nt8, the 
existing serological differentials between, e.g., S. typhimurium ahd S. 
typhi should do very well, but it will be essential to rule out phage- 
transduction, which cab give sknilar results. In$ll be very happy to 
discsuss or aooperatsmith you Sn any way that I am able. 

Yours sincarely, 

Joshua Lederberg 


